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standing that the rates would be reduced
by the Bill. 1f there was a new rush on
any parl of the goldfields touched by one
of these lines, the people owning the line
would make a profit out of the carrving
of goods and passengers and should be
compelled to aceept whatever risk was at-
tendant on earrying the passengers.

~ Amendment put and passed, the clause
as amended agreed to.

Clause 3—agreed to.

Clanse 4—TPenalty for default:

My. MONGER moved an amendment-—
That the words “and the Comniis-
sioner of Railways may disconnect the
timber line from the Government rail-
way notwithstanding the provisions of
any Act or contract wnder which the
connection may have beem made” be
struck out.
This was a most drastic provision. The
Minister for Railways had the reputation
of being a fair-minded man, and the
member for Forrest also had that reputa-
tion; hut when they wished a measure
to be placed on the staiute-book giving
such drastic powers into the hands of
any individual, they were expecting too
much,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The prineipal
objection was that the clause provided a
double penalty. There could be a fine of
£20 and the possibility of the Commis-
sioner of Railways disconnecting the line.
It might be as well to abolish the fine and
leave the other penalty in the hands of
the Commissioner for Railways. Prob-
ably the idea of the member for TForrest
was that the company might commit a
number of offences and the Commissioner
could in that case utilise the alternative
power. Under the permit at present there
was power i{o diseonneet if the permit
holder transgressed.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Bill as origin-
ally drafted contained higher penaliies;
but seeing this power to disconnect the
line was ineluded, he thought that the
penalty would be sufficient at £20. Ti
might happen they could eommit breaches
every week and the penalty might not pre-
vent Lthem doing so. The power existed
fo-day and it was a power which should
be given to the Commissioner. The ob-
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ject was to prevent a company having
geographical advaotages defeating the
Siate as they were sometimes able to do.

Mr, Thomas: Why are you re-enaecting
it if the power exists?

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN : Because it was a
fair provision. Every Act contained pro-
visions which were not likely to be put
into effect bt they were there as a heaithy
cheek.

Mr, McDONALD: The diffieulty might
be overcome by providing for a penalty
for the first offence and providing that
the Commissioner shonld disconnect for
the socond offence.

Anendment put and negatived.

Clanse put and passed.

Clause 5—agreed lo,

Title=agreed to.

Ril! reported with an amendment.

House adjourned at 10.35 p.m.
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the Chair at

QUESTION—SLEEPERS FOR
TRANS-ATUSTRATIAN RAILWAY.
Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH asked the

Colonial Sceretary: 1, Will the Govern-
ment lay upon the Table of the House
the contract (or a eopy thereof) entered
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inte with the Federal Government for
the sapply of sleepers for the 'lrans-
Australian railway? 2, What is the es-
timated cost, exclusive of royalty. of
rowellising the karri sleepers to be sup-
plied under this contraet?

The COLONIAT. SECRETARY re-
plied: 1. Yes, as soon as details with
regard to the contract are finally com-
pleted. 2, Tt is not considered advisable
at the present time to supply this in-
formation, as the business is being con-
ducted in the nature of a trading eon-
cern,

QUESTION—SECONDARY SCHOOL
FOR KALGOORLIE.

Hon, R. . MeKEXNZIE asked the Col-
onial Secretary: 1, Have the Government
abandoned theiv intention of establishing
a seeondary  school at Kalgoorhe or
Boulder? 2. If not, when do they intend
to open such a school?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, No. 2. After the end of the
present financial year.

MOTION—ORBSERVATORY TRANS-
FER, RETENTION OF SITE.
Hon, W. RKINGSMILL (Metropoli-

tan) moved—

That i the opinion of this House
the Government should, in the event of
the Observalory being takem aver by
the Commonwealth Government, take
such steps Ly the removal of the Ob-
servatory or olherwise as will serye lo
retain in the control of this State the
site now occupied by that institution,

He said:  In moving the motion stand-
ing in my name I do not antteipate that
any sertous opposition will be offered
to it by any person. whether representa-
five of the Government or of private in-
terests in this Chamber. The motion
simply aflirms the desirability of retain-
ing within the hands of the State what
is, in my opinion, one of the finest sites.
one of the finest pieces of land, in the
vieinity of the city of Perth, T am moving
in this direction, not alone as a citizen and
one of the representatives of the metro-
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polis, but, T think, in the interests of the
whole of the people of Western Australia,
This particular piece of land has been
mentioned a good deal lately. It was the
subjecl of two or three questions asked
by Mr. Connolly yesterday. Of cowrse
the Colonial Secretary, owing to the fact
that negotiations are now pending, was
not in a position, judging from his an-
swers. to give to the House any delinite
information of the nature sought for by
My, Connolly, [ assume, therefore, ihat
hon. gentiemen will not take it amiss if
the House express an opinion which
will steengthen him and his Government
in the attitnde which, I am snre, they
would be willing to take up in Lhis eon-
nection. I do not think it is necessory
for me to dwell at any great length on
the benuties and importance of the picce
of ground in question. It is so well
known Lo hon. members that it is searcely
nacessary for me Lo dilate upon what, to

my thinking, are its wany virtues. Nor
do 1 think thal hon., members necd

trouble about attaching any importance
to the objeet for which this picce of
ground may be reserved. Of course it is
loo late for me to make any secret of the
fact that 1 think this piece of ground,
in conjunetion with other ground, has
one chief ohject which it could well serve.
T wish to put that ont of -the gnestion
altogether. Even if the land were devoted
to the object mentioned by Mr, Sominers
vesterday, if it were proposed to pul the
State (fovernment House there, that is
an object whieh this piece of ground
could well serve. This land is, by its very
position, by iis eommanding sitnation
overlooking the whole of Perth and the
beauliful river, marked by that very
sosition as a site for the best building
this State ean afford to put upon it. It
15 at present oceupied by the Observa-
torr. Hon. memhers who have bheen in
this State for a considerable numher of
years will recolleet that when the Ohser-
vatory was established the State was,
contrary to what I understand is ihe
present position, suffering from almost
a plethora of revenue, recciving more
monev than the Treasurer knew what to
do with, TIf it bad not been for the fact
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that the Government of that Lime were
practieally pushed for objects on which
to spend money instead of, as under ex-
isting cireumstances, pushed for money
to spend, if it had not been for that faet
1 make bold to say we should not have
had an Observatory in Western Australia
to-day.  And, naturally, having decided
upenn  an  Observatory, and Perth not
possessing then the outlook it possesses
to-day, they pul the Observatory scme-
what teo close ie the centre of the City.
1 understand the prineipal necessities of
a site for an observatory are that it
should afford, as far as possible, a clear,
uninterrupted view along the meridian,
that is to say, the north and south line
should be ecarvied, as far as possible, free
from any obstacles in the way of hills.
or otber nalural features whieh would
obstruel the view. This site is fairly
good in that respeei; but it does not en-
joy o monopoly of this reqguisite. There
ave, in the vieinty of Perth, mumbers of
other sites whereon the Observatory
conld be re-erected in just as favourable
a position as it oecupies to-day.

MMon. J. W. Kirwan: At what cost,
and by whomn shall thal eost be met?

Hon, W, KINGSMIILI:: Those are
matters 1o he settled subseruently. 1
would even go so far as to say that if
the State hands the Observalory over to
the Federal Government, and if the Fed-
eral Government are not willing to pay
some parfion of the cost of shifting the
Observatory—1 do not think the cost
would be very great: this statement could
be verified by subsequent inguiries—if it
were proposed to Wind over this Obser-
vatory, and the Federal Governinent were
not willing to pay a portion of the ecost,
then T would nol begrudge the State fur-
nishing the whole amount from State re-
venue.  Bul my prineipal objeet is fo
keep his piece of gronnd within the con-
trol of the State for State purposes
whatever those purpeses may be. It may
he, as T have previously said. only a
Qeeain un iny part that this site shall one
day he oceupied by the University of
Western Australia. Tf it is not S0 oecu-
pied then it shonld be oeccupied by some
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building of, it not as great imporiance as
the University. ar least of grealer im-
portance than the building which now
occupies it and which could easily be
placed somewhere clse. Some time ago a
German scientist, Dr. Hessen, came lheve
with a view of making eerlain caleula-
tions of an aslronomieal nature, caleula-
ltons at least as important as any of Lthe
work now being earried out bv the Ob-
servatory. That gentleman found a snit-
able site for the liitle ohservalory which
he erecied, somewhere n ihe
of JMaylands, adl  expressed limself
as  being  perfeclly  satisfied with
what  was done” in that  conneetion.
Therefore 1 think it the Government are
of opinion that the State should still
refain within its own power what is, in
my vpinion, and in the opinion, T think,
of a good many of these who take an
interest in the subject, the best site in
or arourd Perth, they will not begrudge
the small amovut neeessary to remove
the Observatory and re-erect it. WWhen
the Observatory was erected a great deal
more was done than was necessary. The
late Government Astronomer, Mr, W, .
Cooke, whom I have had the privilege of
knowing sinee early boyhood; often con-
fided in me that he felt himself severely
handicapped by having to keep up a house
a great deal too big for him, and more
than he required or desired. 7The build-
ing of that house represented the greater
pari of the eost incurred in the cstab-
lishment of the Ohservatory. The house
was uzed partly as offices, and partly as
a residenee nltogether too lavge, in A
Cooke's opinton, for the Govermmnent As-
tronomer. That being so, any building
which mighl be erected for the Federal
autlorities to take over, would, T think,
necessarily be of o less ambitious eharae-
ter than that, which wonld be left on
the present site. There 15 another thing.
We have not vet heard what the inten-
tion of the Government is shonld the
Federal anthorities not be willing to take
over this observatorv. Judging by the
Estimates submitted in another place and
furnished to hon. membhers liere, there
will he nothing for it, in that event, but

vicinily
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the abolition of the Observatory. Allow
me Lo say 1 deeply regret that sueh shounld
be the case. Years ago it may have heen
an open cuestion as to whether or not
we should have an observatory here; but
having got it there is no doubt whatever
that to abolish the Obscrvatory would be
a retrograde step mnd one which 1 should
be stneerely sorry to see the Governinent
take, if ouly in the interests of the good
name of Western Australia. 1 hope that
before any step of thai sort is taken the
Government will do their best to see if,
after all, some aid canuot be expected—
and let me say that, if it is available, it
slwould be freely accepted—from some of
those scienlific bodies. world-wide in
their composition, whieh, after all; are
the principal gainers by the work done in
this Observatory of ours. For long past
it has been, in my opinion, almost an
injonstice that individual States should
be called upon to pay Ffor work which
atter all, is the work of the world. and
not of the Staie itself. The next hest
thing, ot course, is for the Common-
wealth to take it over. But apart from
the Commonwealth it seems to me that
wark which is world-wide in its appli-
eation, and the benefit of which goes to
humanity as a whole rather than to the
peaple of the State, should he helped by
those societies which comprise all na-
tions within their boundaries, and which
are representative of the world and not
of any portion theveof. But this, T fear,
is somewhat apact from the mofion. I
have to plead with lion. members to sup-
port this motion in order to strengthen
the hands of the Government if they
wish, as I presume they do, to keep this
most  desirable site under the «ontrol
of the State. rather than hand it over
to the Federal Government for a purpose
which, in my opinion, is not nearly noble
enough for the site whiel: the Observa-
torv oceupies. [ have much pleasure in
moving the mofion standing in my name.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (North-East) :
I have mueb pleasure in supporting the
motion, aithonzh T mueh vegret that cir-
cumstiances have arisen to make such a
motion necessaryv. Some little time ago
the Commonwealth Parliament passed the
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necessary legislation for taking over the
control of observatories, but so far the
Federal Govermuent have taken over only
the meteorological portion, and have al-
lowed the States to continue the asiro-
nomical work. ‘That is very much to be
regretted, because, as Mr. Kingsmill re-
marked, work of an astronomical nalure
is certainly not the duty of individual
States. It is at least the work of the
whele Commonwealth, if indeed the re-
sponsibility for carrying it is not even
wider than that. However, that is the
position in which we find ourselves to-day.
The laute Government, of which 1 was o
member, made repeated appeals to the

Federal Governmeni (o lake over the
Observatory, but we reeeived no en-
couragement. Appeals were made also

in the direction mentioned by AMr, Kings-
mill, that s, te the largzer and more cen-
tral observatories in other parts of the
world. but we ddid not receive any support
from them. As a matter of fact, a great
deal of ihe vost of the Observatory in
late vears has been incurred in carrving
ont an undertaking given to a certain
scientifie organisation. by which obser-
vatories in different parts of the workd
agreed to sarvey a cerfain portion of the
sky, and photograph and measure the
gtars, and our Observatory had to do the
portion in the Southern Hemisphere. [
regret i wobice by the [Estimates
that it is intended to either close
the Observatory or hand it over to
the FKederaddl Government. For the
reasons T have already explained, I
{hink the chance of the Federal Govern-
ment taking over the institution ave
somewhat remote, and I certainly think
it would be a retrograde step to close it.
Tt really should never have been estah-
lished. [i was a ludierous undertaking
for a Stafe with such a small population
as Western Australia had 15 vears apa
to establish such an institution as an ob-
servatory.  However. the Observatory
was established, and I have alwavs felt
that it would be a backward step to close
it, herause if the astronomieal operations
all the work done in (he
last 15 vears would be lost. I still hoje
that the Government. if they do nel sue-

weare {0 cease
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ceed in inducing the Federal Government
to take it over at the present time, will
continne the Observatory for a few years
until the Federal authorities are prepared
for the transfer. But even if it is con-
tinued by the TFederal Government,
I quite agree with Mr. Kingsmill
that it is not at all necessary to retain
it on the present site. I remember that
when the German astronomer (Dr, Hes-
sen) eame here he established small ob-
servatory premises on the hill between
Maylands and Bayswater, and there
earried out ohservations of a very import-
ant eharacter for a couple of years. His
experience proved that an observatory
can be carried on in much less palatial
premises than we have in onr present ob-
servatory. As Mr. Kingsmill mentioned,
the present building is seven-eights house
and one-eighth ohservatorv proper. In
faet the Observatory consists of the tele-
seope tower and another small building
in the grounds, and of the large house
only one room is nsed as a computing
office. Mr. Kingsmill was right in saying
that thers was a great deal of unneces-
sary expenditure on the buildings in the
first place. A= for the meteorologieal
portion, that ean be carried on at a very
low ecost, becanse it is practically only
neceszary to have a few rain gauges.
1f the Federal Government take over the
Observatory it will certainly pay the
State Government to undertake the shift-
ing of the institutton to another site. OFf
course ik may be argued from an as-
tronomer’s point of view that if the Ob-
servatory 1s shifted some distance =all
the ealenlations of the past 15 years
would not ecorrespond with those to be
taken in the fnture, hut T can scarecly
imagine that observations taken a mile or
two away will be any different from those
already on record. There iz not the least
doubt that observations ecan be taken
quite as well a mile or two out in the
ecountry as on that valnable site in the
centre of the City.

Hon, W. Kingsmill: Nearly all the
observations are independent.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: They are io-
dependent, but I am only argning that the
shifting of the Obhservatory cannot make
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any appreciable difference, [f the ¥ed-
eral Government should decide to take
over the institution, and insist on it being
retained in Hs present position, which I
hardly think they are likely to do, then
I would ask the State Government to econ-
sider whether a great deal of that ground
cannot still be reserved to the State, be-
cause not anything like the whole of it is
necessary for observatory purposes.
Past Governments have introduced o very
2ood rule, that in handing over any of
these institutions to the Federal authori-
ties they give them the least area of
ground necessary for the purpose. I re-
member that the late Crovernment had a
special survey made of all the lighthouses,
so thaf when the Federal Government took
over control of them, they could not take
over, for instance, Rottnest Island in its
entirety, but just so much of the land as
was necesssary for the work of the light-
houses, After all, they are only taking
over the institufion, and they have no
claim to be presented by the State with

more land than is necessary for that
purpose. I do trust that the State
Government will insist on shifting

the Observatory to some outside site, and
thereby preserve one of the most beau-
{tiful sites in Perth for the University,
or if it is not used for a public building
of that c¢haraeter. it should he reserved as
a park for the people. Tt is an ideal posi-
tion for a park, and I do not think it
should be used even for publie bnildings
other than say the Universify: certainly
not for an ordinary publie building, Of
course it mav he argued that even
though 1t is used for ohservatory pur-
poses it ecan still be made a park
for the people, but that is not praectie-
able because it is nndesirable to have a
erowd of people about sueh an institn-
tion. T have much pleasure indeed in sup-
porting the motion, and T trust that the
Colonial Secretary will aceept it in the
spirit in which it is moved. as an effort to
strengthen the hands of the (overnment
in preserving to the people of the State
this very valuable park.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew): T have no objection to the
motion.
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Quesiion put and passed.

BILL — STATUTES COMPILATION
ACT AMEXNDMIENT.

Bill read a third (ime and transmiited
lo the Legislative Assestbly.

BILL~-PEARLING.

Reporlt of Commiitee adopred, and a
Message uceordingly  refurned {o  the
Assembly with a reruest thal the Coun-
cil's amenddments he made.

PILL --RIGHTS TN WATER AND

IRRIGATION,
Second Reading.

The COLONTATL SECRETARY {Hon.
J. M. Drew) in maving the second reading
said: Tt is my privilege (o sulmnil for the
consideration of members a measure of
first importance to the future development
of the Sfate. This House has from time
to fime been ealled upon to consider many
imporiant Bills, bat T think 1 may claim
that 1l has never in its history had pre-
sented |p it o measure caleulated to have
more henefieial and far-reaching effects
than 1le one T have now the pleasure of
placing hefore hon. members. Mosl of us
ran rvecall the time when Weslern Aus-
tralia was almost entivelv dependent on
the Faslern Sfateg and olber outside
sourees for her foodstuffs, and it has
heen our pleazure and privilege to have
assisied in the passing of many wise and
bencficent measnres through Parliament
which have resulted in the happy posilion
to-day of the State being able to supply
the greater part of her own necessities.
To-day we ¢an point. not only to a sufli-
eient production of the necessaries of life
for our own wants, but also lo
cargoes dispatched to the ecommercial
centres of the world, and not only
so bat our products in grain, fruit,
wool. and timber have demonstrated
their wvalue in open enmpetition in
the ~various centres of the world.
We have so meriforions a record in this
respect that it may be urged we should he
content to rest on the laurels we have won.
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That, however, is a dietwn with which no
young and vigorous Siate can agree, and
I am certain this House would be the last
to counsel such a course, 1t has been (ruly
said thal there is no suech thing as
standing still, that stagmation as it is
known is in reality retrogression. Though
we have done well, we should lose ground
to our competitors unless we continue Lo
push on the work of development. The
Parliament of this State have an immense
trusf, and it st be our aim to diseharge
the responsibilities of that trust regard-
less of the labour, anxiely or trouble
which it mnposes on us. We have in our
undeveloped land a great heritage, and we
must do all in our power to develop the
latent resources of Lhat heritage. As [
have said Western Australia has an ex-
cellent record in agricullural development,
The proliey adopled by the Siale in 1904.5,
and conlinued since. of building ngrienl-
tural railwavs has fransformed the face
of nature. Tn all dircetions where Lhere
was previously virgin land there are now
smiling eornlields, well stocked paddocks
and prosperous communities of sturdy
producers, and T think &1 will be
admitted  ou all  hands  that  tlis
Siate  has  been  amply  repadd  for
the interest it lhas heen taken in the
produeer. Tt iz well that in our solicitude
for the advancement of whal may. for
want of a better term. be called the purely
agricellural interests we do not lose sight
of the yotenfinlities of the State in other
direetions. Tt i= lrue (hat we have made
sonme progress in the developimen: ol the
Btale’s resources in =evernl ather direc-
tions—wool. timber, fruit. and coal—hut
it will not he denied that whal has been
done is only a fraetion of what ecan be
achieved hv a wize applieation of the fa-
cilities honnteonsly supplied by nature for
the hetter ntilisation of our opportunifies.
A few vears ago we set aut to overinke
the shortage of produetion in foodstuffs.
To-dav sees the initiation of a scheme. the
ultimate object of which is to dn in regard
to dairv prodnce. fruit. and meat what has
heen suceessfully achieved in the matter of
agrienltural products.  Despite the ad-
vanee which the past few vears have seen
with regard to bntter. eggs. baeon, cheese
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and kindred ecommodities, siill Western
Australia has vel a long way (o go hefore
she ean claim fo be se!f-vontained so far
as these commodiiies are eoncerned. While
1 have no desire o weary ihe House with
a lot of figures, | will be pardoned if, in
order to emphasise (he poini, T inflict a
few stalisties. T will be ns brief as the
circumsianees will permif, but the {igures
are so convineing that I feel it lo be neces-
gary lo place thewn before wembers, For
the seven months ended the 3lsf July of
this year, Western uslealia imported
dairy produce to the following valne:
bacon and ham £73,433, butier £202,180,
cheese €32.750. eges £26.452. and linned
milk  £75,017. These nre huge fig-
ures, and when we remember that the
State is capable of producing Ihese com-
modities it must he conceded to be worth
some effort. and some large expenditure
even. to keep thai money in {he Slate.
That is the objeet of this Bill. We believe
that by a earveful system of irrigalion
it is possible to produce ail those things
here by our own people and for the use
of ovr own people. While the Gov-
ernment are justified in laving elaim fo
some of the eredit which has acerved from
the presentaiion of this Bill 1o Tarlia-
ment, thus hringing the question wiihin
the scape of praetieal polifics. we as a
Government are preparved {o admil that
the problems here presented have received
the atteniion of previons Governments.
These problems. T may say, are neither
few nor small. bul we helieve we have in
this Bill the means for dealing success-
fully with the obsiacles which the ques-
tion presents. and we are further con-
vinced that if Parliament approves of the
proposals in this measure we shall have
gone a long way lowards achleving the
ohject soueht by this Bill. Tn the soulh-
western portion of lhe State. we have
an area seeotnd fo none in its potentiali-
ties in dairving and in fruil culture. The
resnlts already obtained, hampered as
thex lave heen by many  disadvan-
tages. have shown that the expan-
sive area  sivetehing  from  Perth to
Albany  and  from the western sea-
boavd., through the TBlackwood and
on to Rojonup and the Great Southern
is eminenily suited (o closer settlemant.

[COUNCIL]

The chiet. it not the only drawback is ihe
ubsence of the means of irrigalion and
waler conservaiion. | am referring parti-
cularly to the Sonth-West for the rea-
son thai it is the only part ot the Siate
in which we propoese to make a start. The
rivers and walercourses in ihe Sonth-West
are admirably sitnated, and altogiether
the condition of the couniry is such as
lends itzelf veadily {o irrizalion. The
Bill. of course. is applicable to the whole
State. hut we are of opinion. and [ think
the House will concur thal for a rom-
mencement the possibilities and the nat-
ural conditions of the South-West invite
prier altentien. In malters of (his kind
we are justilied in looking to the experi-
ence of others, and members ave well
aware of the wonderful resulis achieved
by irrigation in other couniries. In
Amertea, in Fgypt, and in many of the
older countries ot the world irrigation has
been undertaken: vast enterprises in
water conservation and distribution have
been esinblished whieh have amply justi-
fied the outlay by the mmmense national
benelits whieh have resulted fromt {hem.
Seientisis have deelared thal the conser-
valion and disirthntion of water is the
ereatest  of  Ausiralin’s economie pro-

" blems, and experience and common-sense

tell us thalt the only bar fo the setile-
ment and development of millions  of
acres of our hinterland is the insecurity
of the waler supply. The history of rhe
Easlern Siales contains many mournful
tales of tuin wrought by drought. and it
is o tribuie fo the wonderful recupervalive
powers of the eountry fhat  Anstralia
should have continued 1o forge ahead in
spite of ilie many set-hacks reeeived dur-
ing the early dayvs of her development.
Tn Western Anstralia it is true we have
nol this nationai specire stalking throngh
the land. We are comparatively free
from dronghi. hut  the Tasf season has
shawn what an immense bearing ihe ques-
finn of a dry season or one marked by
heavy and heneficinl rainfall has on the
nrost erity of the Slate. T mention this
to remind the House that. though the pro-
posals provided i ihis Bill may nol he
regorded ns n safeguard  as  agninst
drought. the joesihilities before us of de-
veloping our latent resources juzlify us
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in giving every possible consideration to
the provisions of the measure which has
been submitted for our consideration. I
have referred, in passing. to irrigation
in olber parts of the world, but it will
perkaps be more to the point if 1 eall
brief attention to ihe fact that the East-
ern States have long since recognised the
valne of nrigation. We all know the
valne which it has proved to be to the
State of Vietoria. 'We know the value of
the irrigation sefilement at Mildura and
the complete suceess which followed the
establishment of the Renmark irrigation
scheme in South Australia. At the pre-
sent (ime New South Wales is engaged
upon the construction of a scheme more
extensive than anything of the kind ever
altempted in Anstralia, namely, the hnge
undertaking known as the Burrenjuck
scheme, which is intended to irrigate no
less than 130,00) acres, and the cost of
which is estimated af one and a half
millions of money. Compared with that
gigantie undertaking our irrigation pro-
posals dwindle into insignificance. We do
not propose to do anything.approaching
to this magnitude, but we do propose that
the State shall do what it ean to enable
the producers in ihe South-West for the
{ime being, and ultimately in the North-
Waest, to obtain from the land all that it
15 capable of producing. To show briefly
what the possibilities before that portion
of the State are. I may be pardoned for
quoting for the information of the House
a few more figurss, showing the areas in
different parts of the Sonth-West which
the engineers estimate can be bronght
within the zone of our rivers for the pur-
poses of irrigation. The figures refer to
the volume of water which ean be conser-
ved by a system of locking the different
vivers, though it is still a question to be
determined by experts whether that water
can be economically used for the pur-
poses of irrigation. I wish to make ihat
reservation clear to members. The engi-
neers estimate that a wall placed acrossz
the Serpentine river will back up the
stream 4% miles, forming a storage capa-
city of 1.000 million gallons. No. 1 sile
on the Murray river will hack up rhe
stream 3 miles and give a storage capacity
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of 550 million gallons. No. 2 site on the
Murray rviver will back up the stream 8
miles and the estimated capaeity of the
water storage is 1,750 million gallons, At
the Harvey river there is already a scheme
in operation, known as the No. 1 site,
which is estimated to provide a storage
capacily of 400 million gallons. No. 2
site on ihe Harvey, caleulated to serve an
area whieh the Govermment propose with
the concurrence of Parliament to pur-
chase, will conserve 850 million gallons.
There are two sites on the Brunswick
river. No. 1 site will hack up the river
134 miles and give a slorage capaeity of
360 willion gallons. No. 2 site will hack
up the river 2, miles and store 850 inil-
lion gallons. No, 1 site on the Collie
river will baek up the stream for three-
quarters of a mile and give a storage capa-
city of 100 million gallons, No. 3 site on
the Collie river will back up the stream
4 miles and give a storage eapncity of
400 million gallons. Another sife on the
Collie river will back up the stream 15
miles and provide a sterage capacity of
40,000 million gallons. These figures Jdv
not by any means eomplete the possibili-
ties of waler storage in the South-West.
There are still the Canning, Warren,
Blackwood, Ferguson, and Preslon rivers.

Houn. E. M. Clarke: Will the Minister
give us roughly lhe cost of eaeh of these
schemes to conserve that quantity of
water?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I
shall be glad to furnish all possible
information.

Hon. D, G. Gawler: In addition to riv-
ers you are taking swamps and lagoons,
are you not?

The COLONIAL: SECRETARY: That
is so. Having given this introdaetion,
I shall now proceed to explain the pro-
visions of the Bill. In the first place it
is declared in Clause 4 that the vight to
the use and flow and to the control of
water in any walercourse, lake, lagoon,
or swamp, or any spring, avtesian well,
or subterranean source of supply, until
appropriated under the sanction of the
Act or other statutory authority, vests
in the Crown. Subclanse 2 of Clanse 4
provides that the vights of persons to
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drain their land or to make dams or
tanks are preserved so far as the fow
of water in any watercourse or into or
out of any lake is not sensibly diminished.
The Bill does not apply to water flowing
from a spring until it has passed beyood
the boundaries of the land belonging to
the owner of the land on which the spring
exists, or to any source of subterranean
supply, from which the water does not
flow naturally, but has to be raised by
pumping or other artificial means. By
Clause 5 the bed and banks of water-
courses on alienated land are declared to
have remained the property of the Crown,
and, in the case of land to be hereafler
alienated, will remain the property of the
Crown and will not pass with the land
alienated. These clauses may be regarded
as having a confiscatory appearance. 1t
may be said we ave taking away the vighis
of private individuals. My reply is that
we are simply defining those rights; we
are defining the rights of all in the in-
terests of each. That puts the whole thing
in a natshell. At present no one can say
where riparian rights begin or end.
Evervone, the boundaries of whose land
include a 1iver. has a right to the nse
of the water, but only to so much as
will not interfere with the rvights of his
next-door neighbour. [f Smith, higher
up, is irngating, and Jones, lower down,
is doing the same, and Smith takes too
much water, Jones can go to the Supreme
Couwrt and get an injunction. Henee no
one has positive rights to the waters of a
running stream. This Bill, however, will
give such rights up to a certain point.
‘Where a watercourse forms a boundary
of an allotment, the owner has a right
to take water for domestic purposes and
for watering his stock, and to the bed or
bank for the grazing of his stock. More-
over, it gives him all the rights of an
owner to sue trespassers on lhe land.
*1In addition to that he has the further
right to water for the irrigalion of a
garden up to three acres in extent if it
is nsed in connection with the dwelling.
If he wants more water he ean get it,
but he must take out a special license.
Legislation on similar lines has been
adopted in all the States of the Common-
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wealth, except South Australia, and has
also been passed in New Zealand. The
necessity for defining riparian rights was
recognised, and no means other than the
cowrse followed in this Bill was consid-
ered practicable. Clause 6 deals with the
diversion or appropriation of water from
watercourses. This cannot be done ex-
cept by legal sanetion. Clause 7 pre-
serves to riparian owners access to the
bed and banks of watercourses with a
remedy for the prevention of trespass
thereon. In Clauses 9, 10, and 11 pro-
vision is made to prevent the obstruction
of watercourses and their pollution, with
power to the Govermment to enter on
lands for the conservation and regulation
of walers, their preservalion from pollu-
tion, the protection of the bed and
banks, the removal of obstructions and
the deepening of channels. Under Clause
12 permission may be given to riparian
owners to carry out works for the pro-
tection of their land from damage by
errosion or flooding. The ordinary
ripavian rights are defined by Clause 14
and permit the taking of water free of
charge for ‘domestic and ordinary
nse and for watering stock, to-
gether with the further rights of all
owners of land already alienated or in
process of alienation to irvigate a garden
of not exceeding three acres used in con-
nection with the dwelling. In Clause 15
provision is made to enable riparian
owners who f£rom a date not less than twe
vears frrom the conunencement of the Aect
have used the water of any watercourse
for purposes olher than domesiic use and
the watering of staek, or the irrigation of
a garden of three acres, to apply to the
Minister al any fime within 12 months
from the commencement of the Act for a
special license to confinue to divert and
use water for such other purposes. Notice
of the application for such special license
must be advertised, and objections may
he made by any owner or occupier of
land conticuons to the watercourse, and,
if made, are heard by the Minister, who
may recommend the Governor to grani
or refuse the application. If the speeial
license is granted it may be for a term
not exceeding 10 years and on such con-



[31 OctoBER, 1912.]

ditions and provisions as the Governor
may preseribe; but nevertheless every
license is determinable or subjeet to modi-
ficalion at any time during its corrency
if it should be deemed expedient in the
public interest to do so. A man may get
a license to use the water buf he may
not use it; he may not earry on an irri-
gation schieme at all. The main prineciple
of the Bill is (hat no man cau play the
doy in the manger. 1E he secures a license
to nse the waler he must use it.

Hon. . G. Gawler: 1F e gels it for
ten years you can take it away the nexi
day.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : If he
does not use it. T'he licensee is given the
opportunity to show cause against tbe re-
voeation of his license before the power
to determine it is exercised; and a digere-
tion to award compensation is given. In
Clause 16 power is conferred on the Min-
ister to grant, subject to regulations,
ordinary licensees to fake, use and dispose
of waler from any watercourse, lake.
lagoon, swamp. or marsh for such period
on such terms and subject to such con-
dilions as may be preseribed. In Clause
17 condifions are preseribed for the
exercise of rights of riparian owners, the
(uantity of water that suech owner may
take for domestic use and watering stock
heing limited to 4,000 gallons per day per
mile of river frontage, and for the irriga-
tion of a garden of thrée acres 200,000
cubie feet per annum. By Clanses 18 and
19 licenses are tequired for the construe-
tion er for the alteration or deepening
of existing artesian wells.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: That is retrospec-
tive.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No,
it eannot he. The proposed deepening of
a bore is something for the future. Before
& man can deepen his bore he must get a
license from the Minister. Under Clause
20, the Minister being the licensing auth-
ority and issning licenses in his diseretion,
the purposes for which the water is to be
used are anthorised hy the license. Under
Clause 23 the Governor is empowered to
vest the control of artesian wells con-
structed or asquired by the Crown in a
bhoard constituted under the Aect, and to
require the hoard fo raise and pav tn tha
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Treasurer interest at not exeeeding 5 per
cent. per annum on its cost. By Clause 24
artesian wells may also be leased to any
person or public body.

Hon. V., Hamersley: In Clause 24 the
Government ecan practically take an
artesian bore on its own terms.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
must have been aequired or eonstrueted
by the Crown,

Hon. D. G, Gawler: The Crown takes
the well and leases it to the man again.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If it
is aequired by the Crown, why should it
not? It is resumed under the Publie
Works Act of 1902. If it is resumed the
fact is gazetted, the owmer puis in his
claim for compensalion, and the Gov-
ernment make an offer, and if the person
whose bore is resumed is not satisfied, he
can go to arbitration. There is nothing
fairer than that. Clavse 25 makes pro-
vision for the prevention of waste of
water from artesian wells. In Clause 27
the Bill provides for the constitution of
irrigation distriels in any part of the
State and by the Ovder-in-Couneil eon-
stituting a dislriet partieulars of the
seheme of loeal works, lhe estimated cost,
and the quantities of water assigned to
the distriet, and the sources from whieh,
the seasons at which and the conditions
under which the water is to be received
are to be stated. By Clause 28 general
powers are to bhe given to unite or sub-
divide districts and to apportion assels
and liabilities. Clauses 29, 30 and 31 deal
with irrigation boards. Under Clanse 29
antil the constitution of these boards the
administration of the Act generally and
in the several districts is vested in the
Minister who for the time being can ex-
ercise all the powers of a beard. But the

‘Gavernor may by Order-in-Counncil direct

that for any duly constitated distriet
there shall be an irrigation board econ-
stitnted, by the appointment of a loeal
anthority ({munieipal council or road
board), or by the appointment of mem-
bers of the board by the Governor, or
hy election of the members by the oecu-
piers of irrigable land in the district.
When the board is to be elected and the
number of members and the time and
mode of election, and the term of office
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are fixed by Order-in-Council, and the
preparation of. rolls and the condnct of
elections 15 provided for by regulations,
The eonstruction of works is in the hands
of the Minister. The works when con-
structed may be placed under the man-
agement aid control of the board or may
be vested in the board. Any eclaim for
compensation for injury to ripavan
rights in consequence of the construction
of works is to be settled by arbitration.
After providing for the requirements of
riparian irghts as defined in Part II1. the
remaining water may he appropriated by
the Minister for irrigation. Irvigation
rates may be levied upon all irrigable land
within the distriet, bnt not to exceed in
any year such amount per acre as in the
opinion of the board may be necessary—
regard being had to the other revennes
of the hoard—to provide interest on the
cost of works, eontributions to a sinking
fund, and a fund for (he replacement of
deprecialing property, the maintenance of
the works and the management of the
business of the hoard. The provisions of
the Water Boards Acl 1904, relating io
the making and levying of rates are ad-
opled, and an appeal lies under the pro-
visions of lhat Aect at the inslance of any
person whe may allege that his land is
not ratable by reason of the land not
being irrigable.  Bvery ratepayer is en-
titled to sueh quantity of water for irrigu-
tion as is preseribed by the regnlations.
But water may in the discretion of the
board be supplied to other persons
whether wilhin or outside the district,
And water may also be supplied for do-
mestic purposes, watering stock, cteetera,
on terms and eonditions preseribed by
regulations. In the event of an insufii-
cient supnly of water to meet in full the
requiremenls of all consnmers, an appor-
lionment may be made by the board or
the order of supply may be regzulated.
Tuder Clause 44 the sapply of water is
not compulsory. By Clanse 45 the finan-
ein]l provisions in Part VITI. are substan-
tially ndonted from the Water Boards
Acl of 1204 exeept the borrowing powers
of hoards are restricied to advances by
the Treasurer out of moneys provided by
Under Clause 60 power is
ronforred on the Minister, on the adviee

Parltiament,
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of ihe commissioners and with the ap-
proval of the Governor, 1o aequire land
for the purposes of the Act ineluding
closer settlement, (a) by agreement with
owners, or (b) by ecompulsory process.
There is n proviso (o the effect that the
compulsory process shall not apply to
land already irrigated. Tf the lands are
faken compulsorily., ecompensation is as-
sessed under and subjeci to the provisions
of the Public Works Act, 1902. Any land
so acquired may be improved and dis-
posed of under perpetual leases at a rent
hased on the unimproved eapital value-—
sihject to re-appraisement—and the value
of the mmprovements. If hon. members
require further infarmation regarding the
provisions of the Bill T shall be only too
pleased to supply it when flie measure is
in Committee. 1 beg to move —
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
Oir the motion of Mon. V. Hawersley
debate adjourned,

BILL—SHEARERS AND AGRICUL-
TURAL LABOURERS ACCOM-
MODATION.

In Commiliee.

Hon. . Kingsmill in the Chair; Hon.
F. Davis in charge of the Bill.

Clanse 1—Short title and commence-
ment :
"Hon. Sir E. M. WITTENOOM: It
wng lis intention to move two amend-
nents to this elause, the effect of which
would he to alter the coming into opera-
tion of the Aet from the 1st April, 1913
to the 1st Jaunavy, 1914, There were
many places in this State which were
very Tar inland and which had a very in-
freguent mail service, very often inler-
vals of six or seven weeks elapsing. The
ownrers of these places would require
more time than was provided in the mea-
sure lo enable them Lo provide the ac-
commodation whiech was stipulated. These
people who lived in distant places would
he placed at a disadvantage and they
would Gnd it very difficult indeed to eom-
ply with the conditions of the Bill in the
specified period. In Victoria. which was
a small and eompact State, the shearing
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Bill was passed in October and it did
not come into Lovee until the following
July. Under the civcumstances therefore
it was a fair thing to postpone the com-
ing into operation of the measure in
‘Western Australia for twelve months. He
moved an amendment—

That in line 2 the word “April” e
struek out and “January” inserted, and
in lime 3 the word “thirteen” be struck
vut and “fourteen” inserted in licu.

Hon. 1. DAVIS: Shearing generally
started about Mareh and if the Bill did
not come into operation until the date
suggesied by Sir Edward Wittenoom an-
other season would have passed hefore
the provisions of the Bill could be given
effcet to. The veporfs which he had ve-
ceived were Jdifferent from those to which
reference had already been made, namely,
that en o majority of the stations the
owners had already provided ageommoda.
tion that might be considered adequate.
Many shearers had reported that there
was a eohsiderable lack of aceommaoda-
tion, and they spoke feelingly. 1f the
Bill was ecavried within  the next few
weeks there would be at least five months
in whieh the people interested would be
able te nake arrangements to comply
with ils provisions.

Amendment put and passed, the claunse
as amended agreed to.

Clause 2—agreed to.

Clause 3— Definition:

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM moved
an amendment—

That in Iine 7 of definition of
“shearer” the words “or any aboriginul
native” be added.

It was hardly rensonable to ask the sel-
tler to put up for the aborviginals em-
ployed by him accommodation which was
ot needed, and which those aboriginals
wonld nol agree to unse.

Hon, F. DAVIS: No objection would
be offered to the amendment.

Amendment pul and passed, the clause
as amended agreed to.

Clauses 4, 3—agreed to.

Clause G—Suflicient acecommodation in
other building:

2855

Hon, Sir li. M. WITTENOOM moved
an amendment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (3) of
Subclause 2 after “suitable” the words
“Gunk or” be inserted.

It would sometiines be very ineunvenient,
and perbaps costly, to provide a wire
streteher for a shearer on the coufines of
civilisation. A comfurtable bunk wonld
do just as well and would be much more
easy te provide,

Hon, F. DAVIS: The objection was
that it would be searcely possible 1o keep
bunks as clean as siretchers could he kept.
Moreover, the cost of a wire streteher in
these days was wot much greater ihan
the cost of a wooden bunk, while the
streteher wax much more comfortable
and. as he said, would always he cleaner
than any hunk.

Hon. Sir ld. ., WITTENOOM: There
would never be any great trouble in keep-
ing a bunk elean. Me had had n good
deal of experience of this elass of pceom-
modation.  In a hot ¢limafe 1  wood
wooden bunk would be just as comfort-
able as any wire strefeher,

Hon, A, SBANDERSON: i semed to
him that the Bill set up a standard which
wag mueh higher than the ordinary siaii-
davd of the bush. Indeed the standard
of comfort in many of the sheavers’
homes would not be anything like equal
to that contemplated by the Bill.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOQM moved
a further amendment—

That in paragraph (6) of Subclause
2 the words “three hundred and siziy”
be struck out and “two hundred and
fifty? inserted in lieu.

The paragraph dealt with the air space
to be provided for each sleeper. 1In three
other Anstralian States the air space pre-
seribed by statuie for each person sleep-
ing in the sleeping room was 240 cubic
feet. TIn the circumstances he had taken
a fair average and made his amendment
250 enbic feet. The provision of 36
enbic feel was altozelher unnecessary,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Tt occurred
to him that fhe proposed air space was
rather too small. Three lLundred and
sixty cubie feet represented a cubicle Gff.
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x 6ft. and 10 ft. high, which was not
very large for a sleeper in a warm cli-
mate; but 250 cubic feel meant a Dbox
5ft. x Hft. x 10 ft. high, which was alto-
gether {oo small in a hot climate.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: The pre-
vious clause seemed to contemplate that
these rooms should be for four men.
Therefore the 360 cubic feet to each man
would represent 12 ft. x 12 ft. x 10 ft.
high, while the amendment would give
a room 10 fo. x 10 ft. x 10 fi. bigh. The
extra cost nvolved in the difference in
size of these rooms would not be very
greal in comparison with the inereased
comfort to be obtained in the larger
room.

Hon. . DAVIS : Most of the shearing
in Western Australia was done north of
Geraldton, and the temperature in the
North was probably much higher than that
of Victoria, of New Scuth Wales, or of
Sonth Anslralia, and therefore more air
would be required to give the same de-
grec of comfort. 'I'he provision in the
elause was little enocugh. Moreover,
while perliaps shearing ocenpied only
four or five weeks on a given station,
yet it was o be remembered the shearers
started in March and went from station
to station tor the next four or five months
So it could hardly be said that because
the discomfort if any lasted only four
or five weeks, it did not much matter.
The Committee must also consider the
converse side of the ease, and have regard
to the circumstances of men who were
using this accommodation for several
months in the year.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOQA : Both
the Vietorian and South Australian Acts
stipulated 240 eubic feet for each person.
Therefore, there was good precedent for
the amendment. It was unreasonable to
ask n man starting station life in remole
portions of the State to provide more
aceommodation for the shearers than was
considered necessary in more settled
and developed States. Still if Lhe Com-
miltee thouzht the amendment unreason-
able he wonld not he obslinate.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hou. T. H. WILDIN(G: : Paragraph 9
stipulated that there shonld be suffictent
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lairine accommodation ‘‘situate not less
than 25 yards from any building used for
gleeping or cooking, or serving meals, and
uot less than 100 yards from any water
supply.” This should apply to under-
eround supplies. 1f the clause was al-
lowed to pass, tanks sitwaied within 100
vards would require to be shifted. The
clause should be amender.

Jon. P. DAVIS : It has been found
that on smme stations insullicient vare
was laken to prevent the pollution of the
water supply by the erection of premises
of this kind. Having regard to the con-
ditions in which shearers worked and
lived a pure water supply was above
all things essential. e took it that the
regulations te he framed subsequently
would take notice of any case requiring
consideration. e ¢id not think the re-
gulations would be drastie, and in any
ease {hey must be laid on the Table of
the House.

Hon. Sir E. H. Witienoom: Bal Lhis
is mandatory.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : The distances
required by the paragraph were too great.
Even in some towns the latrine aecommwo-
dation was not 25 yards awny from the
sleeping or dining premises. The distanece
was greafer fhan thabt at his own bouse,
and he did not see why an employer shonld
he required to go to all this expense. The
paragraph would eanse a lot of trouble
beeause the shearers were always looking
for opportunities to create inconvenicnve,
and the health inspectors were invariably
causing trouble in some way.

Houn. H. P. COLEBATCH: Mr. Davis
had explained that this matter wonld be
largely governed by regulations, and that
being so, there was no necessity for lthe
words requiring the latrine aceommodn-
tion to be less than 100 yards from any
water supply. He moved an amend-
ment—

That the words “and not less lhan
100 yards from any waler supply” he
struck out,

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: |I[f
the latrine accommedation was placed 100
vards sway from the sleeping accommo-
dation it would not he used hy the shear-
ers. Tn many cases the water sapply was
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caught from the roofs of the shearers’
buildings in tanks, and in those casecs to
insist on the latrines being 100 yavds
away would be a great mistake,

Hon. F. DAVIS: There would he no
greater expense in erecting permises 100
vards from a building than in erecting
them 20 yards away. There were many
cases of illness having been eaused
through the water being polluted because
of its adjaveney to Lhe latrines; in faet,
thore was no more prolific eause of fever
than polluted water, and every preeau-
tion should he taken to secure to the
shearers g pure water supply.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The Henlth
Department must have power to regulate
all these matters, The shearers’ union
was one of the sirongest in Australasia
and surely ihey could get over any diffi-
eulty” by refusing to work on a stalion
unless satisfactory accommodation fvas
provided. How could the Committes be
asked to make this speeial provision for
shenrers which should be made for every
seetion of the community, and not es-
pecinlly for the most powerful trades
union 2 He would support the amend-
ment.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Health
Act did not cover the cireumstances con-
templated in the Bill, becanse the sta-
tions were sitnated in the back country
and the Health Aet applied only to the
settled portions.

Hon, A. Sanderson: Then amend the
Health Act.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY: That would
be a mistake becanse it would necessitate
2 health rate being imposed on an avea
where there were very few people living,
therefore, there was some justifieation
for pufting some such provision in the
Rill. In the interests of the shearers the
hon, member would be well advised (o ac-
cept the amendment. TIn some eases it
would be just as dangerous to have a lat-
rine half a mile from a ereek if the watrer
of the creek was used for drinking pur-
poses. It should be a matter for the in-
speclor to decide whether the site was
liable to he a source of danger to the
water supply.

[100]

Hon. F. DAVIS: If the distance wns
laid down in the Bill it would be a mide
to the inspector and there could not he ob-
Jjection taken by the station owner. T
would save delay and disputes.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM moved
a further amendment—
That paragraph 12 of Subclause 2
be struck out.

This paragraph provided that each slecp-
ing and dining room should be provided
with a proper and suitable floor, provided
that an earthen flvor was noi decmed a
proper and suitable floor; but in Lhe
North many floors were made of ant-hill,
and there eonld be no better flooving, as
it beeame as hard and firm as possible.
Such floors wonld be prohibited by the
paragraph, and it would be necessary to
cart ont wood or eement ab great ex-
pense. People used ant-hill floors for
their living rooms and the fAoors lasted
for years.

Hon., F. DAVIS: An earthern fonr
coitld not be kepl so clean as a cement or
board floor. The cost of a proper floor
would not be mueh., If it was necessary
to have a proper floor in the shearing
shed for animals, why not have the same
eonsideration for human beings?

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Hon. Sir E, H. WITTENOOM moved
a further amendment—

That in paragraph 12 of Subclonse
2 the words “Provided, however, thai
an earthern floor is not deemed a proper
and suitable floor” be struck oul.
Amendment passed.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENQCOM moved
a further amendment—

That in paragraph 13 of Subclause 2
the words “and water” be inserted after
“vessels” im line 1.

Hon. F. DAVIS: Paragraph 10 pro-
vided that a sufficient supply of good
drinking water shounld be provided.

Hon. H, P. COLEBATCH : The amend-
ment merely referred to water for wagh-
ing purposes,

Amendment put and passed.
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Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM moved
a turther amendment—

That in paragraph 13 of Subclause 2
the words “and one shower bath” be
struck out.

The paragraph provided that it would he
necessary fo provide a shower bath for
every five shearers employed, but it would
be impracticable in many cases to have
shower baths, though there were shower
baths in many stations, It was doubifunl
whether the proportion of shower baths
in the Palace Hotel was one to every live
persons; it was doubtful whether that pro-
portion was observed in any State lotel.
It was hardly reasonuble to expect il 1n
this Bill. The shearers should have the
water provided for them, and they should
wash as they chose, IL would be a hazd-
ship on many small pastoralists in their
early stages to have to provide the num-
ber of shower baths required. The Bili
presupposed the existence of a good well
and windmill, and a raised tank, unless
some one was to eliml up a ladder with
a bucket.

Hen. F. DAVIS: [t was admitted [hat
in ordinary hotels there was perhaps not
a shower bath for every five persons, but
there shonld be some provision for shower
baths. It would be a hardshkip on the
shearers if there were no batl.

Hon. Sir T H. Wiltenoom: What have
they done for all these years?

Hon., F. DAVIS: They had simply en-
dured it, Because a condilion of affairs
endured for years it was no reason [or
its continuanee if it could be altered with
advantage. There should ab least be pro-
vision for an ordinary bath for the well-
being of the men. It would only be a
small expense.

Hon., V. HAMERSLEY: The idea
seemed to be that those who had sheep to
be shaorn were a liavd-hearted lot of vil-
lains. The emplioyvers made adequate pro-
vision for baths. and if the existing ae-
commodation was not seflicient the shear-
ers had fheir remedy.

Hon. B. C. O’BRIEN: So far members
supporting the Bill had bheen very fair,
and had offered no objections to the
amendments moved already, bul this
amendment ought to be strongly oppesed.

[COUNCIL.]

If the words proposed to be struck out
were struck out there would be no shower
hath provision made at all, but merely a
minimam of one washing basin for every
five shearers. No hardship would be in-
flicted on owners of property by this pro-
vision of a shower bath. In some cases
these shower haths were already provided
and it was now asked that they should he
provided in all eases. [n the interests of
good health and comman decency such
provision ought fo be insisted upon.

Hon. €, SOMMERS: The diflicully
might be overcome if provision was made
for a mininum of one washing hasin for
every five men, and one bath for every
shed,

Hon. ¥F. DAVIS: No objeclion would
be offered to the amendment suggested by
Mr. Sommers.

Hon. Sir E, H. WITTENGOM : In the
Vietorian Act the nearest reference to
baths was a provision for proper ecoking
and washing basins. However, lte would
be guite willing 1o adopt the suggestion
made.

Amendment put and passed.

Hor. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM moved
further amendmeni—

=

That after “employed” in line 4 of
the paragraph the following be added:
-—“and one bath for every shearing
shed.”

Anendment passed.
Hon, Sir E. H. WITTENOOM moved
a further amendment—
That after “agent” in line 2 of pare-
graph 14 the following be inserted:—
“or if the shearing is done by coniract,
the contractor.” )
The paragrapl provided that certain re-
ceptacles for the vreception of refuse
should be periodically emptied hy the
employer. The amendment meant that in
the event of the shearing heing dune by
contraet the eontractor would attend to
these refuse receptacles.

Amendment put and passed, the clause
as amended agreed to.

Clause T:

The CHATEMAN : Ti would be noticed
that there was no marginal note to the
clause.
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Hon, sir . H. WITTENOOM moved
an amendment—

That after “accommodation” in line 4
the words ““to the salisfaction of inspec-
tor or shearers employed” be struck
out.

The clanse provided that under certain
circumstances tents might be substituted
for other accommodaiion; and went on
to add “to the satisfaction of inspector or
shearers employed.”  This left a big
opening for misunderstanding or dispnte.

Hon. F. DAVIS: It was to be hoped
the amendment would noi be pressed, for
it would strike at the very prineiple of
the Bill. The object of the Bill was to
provide proper accommodation, and if
the words proposed to he struek ouf were
struck out it would rest entirely with the
station-owner to say what was proper
acecommodation. There would be no safe-
guard for the men as {0 when tents should
be supplied, or whether those tents were
suitable. Tn another place the clause had
been moved by the Hon. H. B. Lefroy,
and had been accepted as necessary in the
interests of both the employers and the
men. '

Hon. Sir E. IL. Wittenoom: [ have seen
the hon. gentleman since.

Hon. B. €. O’'BRIEN: If the amend-
ment were insisted upon, the elanse would
be rendered useless. The provision was
only reasonable.

Amendment pot and passed, the clause -

as amended agreed to.
Clanse 8—Buildings other than shear-
ing sheds to be kept clean by shearers:
Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM moved
an amendment—

That Subclause 1 be siruck out, and
the followtng imserted in liew —“Every
room, lent, latrine, or other building or
structure provided by the employer for
the accommodation of shearers, not
being a shearing shed, shall be handed
over to the shearers in good order and
clean condition, and all the sheavers
using or occupying or entitled to use or
oceupy the same shall be responsible
for the maintenance of the same in fhe
likke order and condition, and whenever
any such building or structure i3 nol
being maintained as aforesaid, the em-
ployer may thereupon cause the same
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to be restored lo good order and ciean
condition, and thenceforward kept in
such order and condition from day to
day.”
No provision was made in the clause for
compelling the owner of the place to hand
over the rooms in a clean condition to
the shearers. There was provision for
having the rooms kept eclean, buat it did
not provide for keeping any other build-
ings clean, but just the room itself.
Amendment passed.

On further motions by Hon, Sir K, H.
WITTENOGM, Subclause 2 amended by
striking out of line 1 “gecupying any
such building as”™; also by striking ont
of lines 2 and 3 “the same” and inserting
the words “such building or structure” in
lieu; also by inserting after “building” in
line 5 the word “struelure”; also by in-
gserting after “by” in the same line tle
word “any,” and the clause as amende:l
agreed to.

Claunses 9 to 17—agreed Lo,

New clause—Offences:

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM
moved—

That the following be added 1o stand
as Clause 14— dny person who con-
travencs any provision of ihis Adl,
whether by act or omission, shall, if no
other provision is made by this Act for
dealing with the contravention, be guilly
of un offence against this Act, and shall
be ligable on summary conviclion to a
penaliy not exceeding five pounds”
New clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to,

Bill reported with amendments,

BILL—WORKERS® COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Reeeived from the Legislative Assembly
and read a first time.

House adjourned at 5.24 p.m.
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